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Abstract

Sri Lanka is a country enriched with unique Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). ICH
is the collection of practices, representations, expressions, knowledge and skills associated
with a person, group of people or communities, as a part of their cultural heritage. There are
several primitive groups of people and indigenous communities who sustained their own
ICH in Sri Lanka. “Rodee people” are one of those communities who lives separately from
other communities within their own social cultural background. The main objective of this
study was management of knowledge by identifying, collecting, recording and conservation
of the ICH of Sri Lankan Rodee people.

Rodee people are scattered across the country in three provinces. Seven Rodee
villages in North Western province, Sri Lanka were selected as the sample for this study.
Data were collected by conducting interviews with the people who were selected using
purposive sampling method. Participatory observation was also used as a data collection
tool for this study.

In this study ICH of Rodee people were identified and recorded according to the
following five main categories and 13 sub categories.

o Social practices, rituals and festive events

o Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
« Oral traditions and expressions, including language

e Performing arts

o Traditional craftsmanship

By analyzing data, it is revealed that a unique ICH is being decaying with the
extinction of the indigenous people who created and make practice of the ICH. Hence, only
ICH items with economical value or associated with their day to day life are alive among in
the current Rodee community,‘

The study concludes that inadequate of practicing, transmitting and persevering of
[CH and the meager supporting of government authorities in continuing and safeguarding
of ICH are directly caused for the extinction of ICH of Rodee people. However, it is essential
to make urgent necessary actions by the responsible bodies to identify, collect, record and
safeguard the ICH in a proper way and utilize them in a way that helps to protect and develop

the ICH before its total annihilation.
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